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#3 Vermont Coppers

In the Spring 2002 issue of the C4 Newsletter, Marc Mayhugh broadened our introduction to the New York City silversmithing and coining partnership of Daniel Van Voorhis and William Coley (“Van Voorhis & Coley: Silversmiths,” p. 21-6). Coley would later move to the wilds of Rupert, Vermont, and was involved in the production of Vermont Coppers at Reuben Harmon’s mint.  He is credited as being the engraving artist behind the design of the magnificent Landscape dies (upon which the seal of the Colonial Coin Collectors Club is derived). A decade later, Mayhugh wrote about Coley again in his article “William Coley: A Brief Biography of a Colonial Minter,” which appeared in the Spring 2012 Newsletter.  
In 2016, present C4 President Christopher McDowell and numismatic scholar Gary Trudgen visited Coley’s, previously undocumented and sadly neglected grave in Otselic, New York.  McDowell, Trudgen, members of the community, and the DAR, repaired the gravesite.  The then C4 President Jim Rosen authorized a plaque that was installed to detail Coley’s importance to colonial numismatics.  McDowell wrote about the graveside ceremony in the Summer 2016 Newsletter (“Colonel William H. Coley: Honoring an American Hero”).  In the prior issue of the Newsletter (Spring 2016), McDowell had authored “Daniel Van Voorhis: New York City Coiner,” an exemplary article that studied in detail Coley’s involvement with the silversmithing and minting operations of Van Voorhis.
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The C4 seal is based on Coley’s attributed Vermont Landscape die.  This image is scanned from the cover of the Christmas 1994 Newsletter, in which the seal appeared for the first time as the official logo for the club. In the September 1994 Newsletter, then club president Angel Pietri announced a “C4 Club Logo Design Contest,” and Gary Trudgen provided this winning design.
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1786 Vermont Copper. Landscape. RR-7, Bressett 5-E, W-2025. Rarity-3. VERMONTENSIUM. AU-50 (PCGS). From the Stack’s Bowers Galleries sale of the Sydney F. Martin collection, August 2023, lot 8386.
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busy silversmiths.(12)

An interesting fact that turned up about Van Voorhis is that in
October of 1786, he petitioned the Continental Congress for the job
of “Master Coiner” at the newly proposed Federal Mint. He
announces himself to the Congress as a Silversmith from the City of
New York. In his proposal he states:

“Your Petitioner being well acquainted with the intrinsk (sic)
value of gold and silver and also of coinage, begs your honorable
body will be pleased to appoint him to be Master Coiner of said
Mint... ”(13)

This is quite an aspiring goal for someone who up to this time has
been viewed mainly as a “Cashier” and an accomplice. Perhaps
‘Van Voorhis* participation in the State coinage period needs
reevaluation. The Notre Dame website makes the case that Coley
may have had a larger role in Machin Mill coinage than was
previously thought. The same might be said for Van Voorhis. After
all, he is quite an accomplished craftsman with his work being
displayed along side the likes of Paul Revere. (For an example of
Van Voorhis’ work, use the google search engine and search for
“Trade axes and Tomahawk collectors association.” See page one
for a beautiful silver trade crown. For some reason I can’t
reproduce the exact URL, hence, the search.)

Getting back to the spoon, T could find absolutely no documentation,
whatsoever, that Van Voorhis or Coley were working in the silver
business in Rupert during the 1786-1787 period. Nor has Tony
Carlotto uncovered advertisements or documents to this effect
during his extensive research in the area.(14) In fact, I'm not even
sure if Van Voorhis spent any time in Rupert during this period,
despite the claims of several references on silverware. He seems too
occupied with other activities to have been very involved. Of
course, anything is possible, and just maybe Coley was casting some
spoons on the side. It’s a little hard to pinpoint exactly when Coley
was in Vermont but the consensus of the silver references seems to
be around March of 1787. Tt has even been stated that the C&V
partnership expired in 1787 and that Van Voorhis was back in New
York exchanging work with William Verstille Fales.(15) In all
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probability the Ebay spoon was made in New York, earlier in the
Van Voorhis and Coley partnership in New York City.

There is little doubt the V&C monogram stands for the firm Van
Voorhis & Coley. The Heritage Foundation Collection of Silver
makes the notation, MARK: Initials of firm name in capitals,
ampersand between, within a rectangle; device outside.(16) The
Ebay spoon lacks the device outside the rectangle. This reference
also claims V&C are working in Vermont, 1787. Louise Belden’s
book plates a V&R monogram which represents Van Voorhis and
Richards. She says, the mark shown is on a down turned rounded
and featheredge teaspoon and is related to the initial marks used by
the partnership Van Voorhis & Coley. If the “R” on this spoon were
replaced by a “C” it would be identical to the Ebay spoon. The
Ensko book shows the mark of Van Voorhis and Coley as V&C but
also includes the device outside of the rectangle. In another section

of this book the mark of Coley and Van Voorhis is listed simply as
V&C.

In closing, I’'m not sure if any of the information that | gathered on
‘Van Voorhis and Coley is new or relevant. It was certainly a lot of
fun. Coley apparently liked it in Vermont and was elected
sheriff.(17) He was later impeached for inflating his travel
expenses but the charges were dismissed.(18) He then returned to
New York City. Van Voorhis continued on in the silver trade in
New York City in partnership with several others including his son.
IHe was also a weigter at the Custom’s House and advertised as a
dentist. He died in 1824.(19) Owning a spoon that may have been
cast or stamped by either of the two coiners is very exciting and will
always have a place in my collection.
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Van Voorhis & Coley: Silversmiths
By: Marc Mayhugh

In addition to occasionally turning up a rare and exciting coin, the
online auction company of Ebay can also be an excellent source of
numismatic related items such as books, newspapers, documents
and other articles. One such item, recently purchased by the author,
is a silver teaspoon manufactured by the silversmith firm of Daniel
Van Voorhis and William Coley.of Vermont, and later, Machin’s
Mill coining fame.

The spoon is about five inches long, scrolled on the front, and
monogramed with the initials DSS on the handle. It has seen some
wear and is a little banged up. Stamped on the backside of the
spoon are the initials V&C inside a rectangle. The seller assures me
that this mark was produced by the firm of Van Voorhis and Coley,
and is quite rare, as silver goes. This he claims was due to the short
duration of their partnership while both worked as mint masters in
Vermont.
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Having decided to check out the seller’s claim, T found that very
little is actually written about Van Voorhis & Coley outside of
Sylvester Crosby’s coverage of the Machin’s Mill indenture. For
example, in the entire Colonial Newsletter index, Coley is only
mentioned once, and this is a non-numismatic reference. This is
quite odd considering that he is credited with cutting the dies for one
of the most attractive of colonial coins, the Vermont Landscape, as
well as one of the crudest, the Baby Head. Other references
likewise turned up scant information. My curiosity now piqued, 1
set out to find out all that I could about the Van Voorhis and Coley
tandem. In particular, I wanted to know if they were producing
silverware while coining at Rupert. Fortunately, I live in an area
with access to very good research facilities and was soon able to
locate some data on the two coiners. For those who may be
interested, it is printed below.

One of the earliest references pertaining to the establishment of a
partnership between Van Voorhis and Coley is in Louisc Belden’s
Marks of American Silversmiths. Tn this book, she refers to 1784-
1785 advertisements of Van Voorhis in the New York Daily
Advertiser for the firm of “Van Voorhis, Bayley [S.A.] and William
Coley real Mffs. in gold, silver and jewelry.”(1) This time period
sounds correct for the forming of the partnership since prior to this
Van Voorhis was advertising in Philadelphia, on the west side of
Front Street-6 doors down from the coffee house in 1782.(2) Later,
he is advertising in the New Jersey Gazette as a goldsmith,
operating out of Princeton, in January of 1783.(3) Coley also seems
to be working alone in 1783, and has taken over the house at no. 15
Hanover Square and the jewelry business of James Bennett.(4)

The Belden book makes note of another important item in the Daily
Advertiser of April 27, 1785 and this is the dissolution of the firm of
Van Voorhis, Bayley, Coley & Cox. Interestingly enough, Cox is
none other than Albion Cox of the future New Jersey coining
operation. During this time period Van Voorhis & Coley were
known 1o advertise that they “procured the best workmen from
Europe.”(5) Perhaps this was in reference to Cox. A couple of
other names come to mind also. The break-up of the above
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business venture is corroborated in New York City Mayor’s Court
records.(6)

From this point, up until the end of the Confederation coining
period, the team of Van Voorhis and Coley were engaged in
numerous coining activities, while at other times, carrying on in the
silver business. Exactly what they were doing, and where it took
place, however, is rather confusing. Gary Trudgen notes that shortly
after the dissolution of the above partnership, they went to Vermont
and joined up with Reuben Harmon.(7) Ken Bressett says they
continued their business in New York until sometime in 1786
before moving to Vermont. He further suggests that the plough-type
‘Vermonts were produced in New York.(8) "From Stephen Ensko’s
book on silvermarks it is noted of the firm of Van Voorhis & Coley,
“working in New York, Hanover Square, 1786.” The same source
goes on to state in a short biography that Van Voorhis, “Located in
NY, 1785 and in partnership with William Coley. Working at 72
Hanover Square, 1787; Queen Street in 1789.”(9) The Belden book
claims that V&C are listed in New York directories for the years
1786 and 1787. All of which points to the fact that at least one of
the silversmiths remained in New York and kept the business open,
advertising as such up to and including parts of 1787. The logical
assumption would be that Van Voorhis stayed while Coley went to
‘Vermont to work for Harmon.

In February of 1787, Van Voorhis and Coley petitioned the New
York Legislature, but were unsuccessful in obtaining a coining
contract.(10) Later, in June, they signed the noted agreement with
the Machin people and Van Voorhis has been credited with being
the contact person.(11) If Van Voorhis immediately went to work
on the Machin project in Newburgh, only a small window of time
would be open for him to have been working in Rupert, either
coining copper or producing silverware in 1787. Tony Carlotto has
made the astute observation that, ” Van Voorhis was a very busy
‘man being involved in the coinage of Rupert, Newburgh, and New
York in the same time period.(11) Add to all this, the theory that
Van Voorhis & Coley, at some point, cut Rahway, New Jersey dies
for their old partner Albion Cox and indeed, you have some very
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