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#4 Massachusetts Coppers 

Since the mid-1980s, numismatic researcher Mike Packard has honed his expertise in the 
history and attribution of Massachusetts cents and half cents.  Long the presumptive 
authority in the field, his September 1991 article in The Colonial Newsletter, “Rarity Ratings 
of Massachusetts Copper Coins,” was an early endeavor to organize the series.  Packard 
asked for assistance from his fellow collectors to develop much-needed rarity estimates 
for the different varieties. 

Packard has continued his work to the present day.  Soon, it is expected that he and the 
Colonial Coin Collectors Club will publish an essential book on the series.  Such a volume 
will further support C4’s mission in promoting the study of our eclectic and fascinating 
early American coinage and currency.   

 

1787 Massachusetts Cent. Ryder 2a-F, W-6070. Rarity-6. Transposed Arrows. EF-45 
(PCGS). Stack’s Bowers Galleries, Spring 2019, Baltimore, The Twin Leaf Collection of State 
Coinage, lot 8016. Cataloged as the “Famous 1787 Transposed Arrows Cent, Ex Parmelee-
Mills-Jackman, The Crosby and Ryder Plate Coin, First Public Offering in 100 Years.”  This 
variety was an R-6+ in Packard’s 1991 rating. 



 

 



 

 


