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#6 Machin’s Mills 

In 1845, historian Jeptha Root Simms documented letters and biographical data related to the life 

of “Captain Thomas Machin, engineer,” in the History of Schoharie County. Machin had moved 

to this rural central New York county in the 1790s from his previous home on the shore of Orange 

Lake, outside of Newburgh. During the late 1780s at his lakeside mill, Machin minted “coppers” 

of various types. Some were imitations of British halfpennies, while others were officially or 

unofficially designed to pass as state coppers. Simms’s work was referenced by John H. Hickcox 

in his Historical Account of American Coinage of 1858, and from there, nineteenth-century 

numismatic scholars such as Sylvester Crosby and C.W. Betts further developed the story of the 

coinages of Machin’s Mills. 

However, it was not until the 1950s that Eric Newman, perhaps motivated by the coins discovered 

in the “Stepney Hoard,” pursued an effective die study. Robert Vlack further perfected the die 

study in the 1960s with the issuance of schematic plates. In the August-September 1959 issue of 

Empire Topics, Newman encapsulated his research and asked the numismatic community for 

assistance, “Can you help with your ideas, your data and information as to your coins? Needles in 

a haystack can be found, particularly with the magnetism of numismatics.”  

Accompanying Newman’s request was an example of a 1788 halfpenny that later sold at Heritage 

Auctions as part of the collection of the Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society. Another 

coin from Newman’s collection sold by Heritage Auctions was the 1776 CEORCIVS III REX, 

which Newman wrote about in his 1958 article “A Recently Discovered Coin Solves a Vermont 

Numismatic Enigma,” originally published in the American Numismatic Society Centennial 

Publication. In the Winter 2022 C4 Newsletter, authors James Rosen and William Eckberg proved 

in their article, “Was Eric Newman Correct About the Punch-Interlocked Vermonts?” that Newman 

was mistaken in his belief that this coin shared the same central device as Vermont issues. Rosen 

and co-authors Jack Howes and Gary Trudgen published the definitive reference on Machin’s Mills 

with their 2024 book, The History and Coinage of Machin’s Mills, 2nd Edition. 

 



 

1788 Machin's Mills Halfpenny, Vlack 23-88A. This is the plate coin for Eric P. Newman’s 

article “The Machin’s Mill Mint Near Newburgh, N.Y.,” which appeared in the August-

September 1959 issue of Empire Topics. 

The cataloger noted: “According to Eric P. Newman's original envelope, this piece may be from 

the Stepney Hoard.” Heritage Auctions, November 2017, lot 15295.  

 

1776 Machin's Mills Halfpence, The Vlack 9-76B Discovery Coin, ‘Vermont Enigma’ Coin. Ex: 

Stepney Hoard; Eric P. Newman; Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society. Heritage 

Auctions, November 2014, lot 3030. 

 



 

 



 


